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On the Origin of Jing Fang’s Najia Theory and “Sixty Pitch Pipes” Theory 
by the Unearthed Documents 


ZHANG Werzhi 


(Center for Zhouyi and Ancient Chinese Philosophy, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China) 


Abstract: The Western Han (206 BCE-9 CE) renowned expert at the images and numbers of the Changes Jing Fang (77-37 
BCE) was known for his skillfulness in prognosticating on natural disasters and anomalies. This was the reason why his 
learning of the Changes was obviously different from other three orthodox traditions of the Changes of Shi Chou, Meng Xi, 
and Liang-Qiu He. Najia theory (correlating the heavenly stems and earthly branches with the hexagrams) and “Sixty Pitch 
Pipes” theory play a significant role in his learning of Changes. Due to the lack of evidence in the past, it was difficult for the 
academic circle to determine the origin of his theories. Materials related to the daybooks excavated in the past several dec- 
ades, particularly some related contents in the recently published Shi fa (Method of Divination) on the bamboo slips collected 
by Qinghua University, provide us with cogent evidence indicating that the “Five Notes and Six Affiliation” (Wuyin liushu 
[] O i) theory closely related to the Najia theory might have at latest taken form in the early Warring States period (475- 
221 BCE) and the sexagenary tones system closely related to the “sixty pitch pipes” should not have come out before the ear- 
ly Warring States era. These contents were still passed down in popular folks before the mid Western Han. It was not until 


the time when the prognosis on natural disasters and anomalies was held in esteem and Jiang Fang’s learning of Changes 
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turned out to be the orthodoxy that they were officially admitted and openly transmitted. 


Key words: Qinghua bamboo slips; Shifa; Najia theory; sixty pitch pipes 
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